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DAYTON, Ohio, May 17,1973 --- Father Collins is a gentleman,· farmer and Chairman of
the Athletic Board at the University of Dayton. But more important he is the Reverend
Charles L. Collins Society of Mary priest.
It is for his religious status that Father Collins is being honored this Sunday,
20, by more than 300 of his friends a~d family from Philadelphia, Dayton and other
cities in the east and midwest.

May

Father Collins bas been a member of the Society of Mary for 50 years. The Sunday
affair, which includes a concelebrated Mass in Dayton's Emmanuel Church and a dinner
reception in the University's Arena Associates Lounge, is a Jubilee celebration.
The Marianist priest, who lives on the University's 76-acre West Campus, has been in
semi-retirement fo::..~ the past year. Not one to sit idle and watch time roll by, Father
has taken up farming for himself and his friends in the neighborhood. "I enjoy making
people happy," he says, "a.;::;i certainly food r.:13)~e s one happy."
He is just as enthusiastic about his status as Chairman of the Athletic Board, a
post he has held for 27 years. Father is a great believer in recreation whether it is
organized intercollegiate athletics, an intramural program or free play activities. He
has seen to their growth at the University and often has resisted any cutbacks in these
areas.
It is for this reason that he is generally considered as "the man who perpetuated the
future of football at the Dl1iversi±y _of -Dayton" While many other Catholic universities,
including the powers of the 1930s, were dropping football Father Collins saw to it that,
(onduct :;,,i 1dsely, the UD grid program could remain in operation. He sees this an another
outlet for making people happy.
This devotion to an assignment has followed the former student of Transfiguration
School and West Cath01ic, Philadelphia, throughout his 50 years as a religious. His
first 18 years in religious life were spent in college, serving as a high school teacher
and administrator and studying for the priesthood.
His teaching took him to Hamilton, Dayton and Cleveland, after he received his
bachelor's degree from the University of Dayton in 1926. He was ordained to the priesthood in 1936 at the University of Fribourg, Switzerland, and received his doctorate
from Fordham University in 1941. He was then assigned to the University of Dayton.
Father Collins has held many offices and wore many hats at UD in 32 years. He was
an instructor in psychology, Registrar, Dean of University, Vice President, Director of
A~ssions, founder and first director of the Guidance Center, Dean of Students, catalyst
and administrative official in charge of research programs, Assistant to University
President and me~ber of the Board of Trustees.
"I have had two bless~.~gs from God and his Mother Mary in the last 50 years," Father
Collins says. "The first was rr.y decis~.on to enter the Society of Mary and the second
was my assignment to the U11iversity of Dayton. II
"The example of my teachers at West Catholic was my motivation for joining the
religious life and I have never regretted it," he continued. "The people of Dayton have
made my decision even more important. I don't know where you would find more pleasant,
congenial people than in Dayton. They have been most generous with me and with the
University.
"We talk of Family Spirit in the Society of Mary.
concluded.

I've felt it all

my

life," he

Father Collins has two brothers, Joseph in Southhampton, Fa., and Arthur in Yeadon,
Pa., and two sisters, Mrs. Florence McKenna and Ma:dan Coll:i.ns, who live in Havertown,
Pa.
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